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Professor Avner Even-Zohar is a Sabra (native Israeli born) and served for 6 years in the Israeli army as an education officer. Captain Even-Zohar was among the very few officers who were awarded twice during their service for highest excellence as an Army NCO (Non commissioned Officer) and as an officers school cadet as he graduated with the highest honors twice. As a captain he served on the chief of staff inspection team for the Army, Navy and Air Force and as a commander of an education base in the Upper Galilee. He served in the West Bank and in Lebanon.

Captain Even-Zohar was awarded twice the Danziger scholarship for excellence in Hebrew studies and got both his BA and MA from the University of Texas in Austin in Government, Middle Eastern and Hebrew studies. He graduated with honors. His Master thesis titled "Attitudes Towards the Holocaust and Sexuality as Defining Trait: The Sabras Character in Israeli Culture". He was recognized for initiating the first (and so far the last) Israeli-Syrian distinguish speakers program on campus.

Captain Even-Zohar Turned around a running deficit program to $25,000 surplus program within one summer, functioning as the Director of youth programs in Austin, TX, 1999. |

Based on high fund raising, recruitment and outreach achievements was promoted to direct two divisions (campus and young adults) at the Jewish community Federation in San-Francisco, CA in 2003.

Professor Even-Zohar works to build bridges between the Jewish community and the GLBT (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender) community. He taught a Queer Jewish class at the Harvey Milk Institute in San-Francisco named "Gay? Oy Vey!" and “Queer? Oy Veys Mir!”

Captain Even-Zohar was promoted to a Professor and the youngest ever Chair of the Department of Turkish & Hebrew Studies after three weeks of employment with the US Department of the Defense, Language Institute in Monterey CA in 2005.

Professor Even-Zohar is an Internationally published author in What Israel Means To Me (US & Canada: Wiley, 2006), edited by Harvard University professor Alan Dershowitz, his is one of several essays published by prominent figures like: CNN’s anchor Larry King, US Secretary of Education William Bennett, US Senator Norm Coleman (R, MN), Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat, NYC Mayor Ed Koch, US Congressman Barney Frank (D, MA), Actress Natalie Portman and others.

Professor Even-Zohar published an essay on the acclaimed series “This I believe” on National Public Radio.

In his free time Avner enjoys swimming, roller blading, hiking, skiing, scuba diving, reading and above all Karaoke singing (he truly enjoys doing it, friends politely asked him to quit- but that’s merely because they are jealous).

